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Gastric Heterotopia in the Gallbladder
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Heterotopia (of Ectopia) is defined as the occurrence of normal tissue in an abnormal
location. Heterotopic gastric mucosa has been found throughout the length of the
gastrointestinal tract from oral cavity to the rectum. Curiously, it is extremely rare in
the gailbladder, but when it occurs, it tends to cause symptoms of acute cholecystitis
in patients under 20 years of age, and chronic cholecystitis and gallstones in older pa-
tients. The heterotopic mucosa results in an intramural mass, a polyp or
multiloculated gallbladder. A firm diagnosis of gastric heterotopia is based on the pres-
ence of fundic or pyrolic mucosa replete with parietal and chief cells. A clear distinc-
tion from intestinal metaplasia should be made, but at times may be difficult. Potential
complications include mucosal ulceration, obstruction, and hemorrhage. Treatment is
cholecystectomy.

We report a case of gastric heterotopia in the gallbladder of a 35-year-old-man. Ult-
rasonography showed fatty change of liver with a 1.5 cm-sized polypoid lesion in the
gallbladder. Endoscopic retrograde cholangiography showed a small filling defect, re-
vealed by pooling of the dye in the center, in the body of gallbladder. Laparoscopic
cholecystectomy was performed. A sessile polypoid leision with central umbilication
was seen in the upper body of gallbladder, without gallstones. The microscopic finding
of polypoid lesion consisted of gastric pyloric glands with parietal and chief cells. The
surrounding mucosa revealed ordinary gallbladder epithelium without any metaplastic
change. We report a case of this condition in which there was a separate loculus lined
by gastric epithelium. (Kor J Gastrointest Endosc 15: 797~802, 1995)
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Fig. 1. Ultrasonography revealed about a 1.5 cm-sized hyperechoic polypoid lesion with
hypoechoic center in the body of gallbladder.
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Fig. 2. Endoscopic retrograde cholangiography
showed a small round filling defect, re-
vealed by pooling of the dye in the
ceter, in the body of gallbladder.
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Fig. 3. Photography of specimen showed the gallbladder featuring polypoid lesion with central um-

bilication in the upper body.

Fig. 4. Macroscopic appearance of longitudinal section of the gallbladder showed gray-whitish
seessile polypoid leiosn with well-defined excavation in the center of the lesion.
Fig. 5. Histologic appearance of polypoid nodule of gastric mucosal heterotopia in the gallbladder.

a. Low power view of sessile polyp with mucus g

1).

land proliferation(hematoxylin and eosin, 1:

b. Some glands are gastic fundic type composed of chief cells and parietal cellsthematoxylin

and eosin, x200).
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