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Emerging Currents in Health and Medicine
= A Socio-Cultural Critique of Their Discourses and Practices -

Jong Chan Lee
Depamnent of Social Medicine and Medical Education, Ajou University School of Medicine

We have witnessed several kinds of new discourses and practices in health and medicine
since the 1970s, such as popular concerns with alternative or complementary medicine,
inordinate attention to the promotion of 'healthy’ living, rapid resurrection of traditional
medicine and ecological management of health. Four structural and situational factors are
discussed to underlie these new trends: (i) as ‘crisis’ in health care of the 1970s was
translated into health care reform of the 1980s backed up by neo-liberal political philosophy,
the state responsibility for nation’s health is being transferred to the individual, (i) it
resulted from the limits of biomedical paradigm in dealing with chronic diseases; (ii)
medico-scientific knowledge of disease is transformed into the subjective discourses and
technologies of health in postmodern society; and (iv) it is deeply associated with the
considerable increase in environmental risk perception of health and disease.

There are some inherent countervailing forces in these new discourses and practices.

First, while they derive from lifestyle-oriented behavioral change, medicalization of life
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and death is still consolidated in the new trends. Second', inasmuch "as new tides are
reliant upon science, theyv;are likely to be remote from. techne that means not the
practical application of thegrétical. kndWing but a special form of practical knowing.
Third, as new discourses an& ) aéﬁ‘vitiés acéorripliéhéd ‘in the name of health’ increasingly
occupy important strategies in forming the self-identity, they serve as moral apparatus
which involves prescriptions about how we should live our lives and conduct our bodies,
both individually and collectively.

Therefore, two points are suggested to consider seriously whether these streams will
succeed in improving the ‘healthy’ living of all the people. Instead of limiting the
perspective to medicine, healing and health care, a new matrix that interweave welfare,
ecology and labor along with them is timely needed for enhancing the health for all. In
addition, as the World Health Report 2000 stroﬁg]y shows, inequality in health heavily
depends upon socio-economic development of a society, and it is not the richest countries
that have the best health status, but those that have the smallest income differences
between rich and poor.
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diment and Experience: The Existential Ground of Culture and Self. Cambridge, Cambridge University
Press, 1994, p.1oA A4,
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and Globalization. New York, St. Martin’s Press, 1997 #1718 2
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Baudrillard)?b &= F%0L AAle "ang 7HE ofF TR ol Hoiwilen aAns
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(Baudrillard, 1991). Wb Aol g #84 95 Q& FAERY FFo)AE A7l
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Y F7HE2 1047] ©1F 20474 ok Adz AAY XRE FHEA AHE AFF
I'(ecological imperialism)¥ AFEE 5 ¥ %THCrosby, 1988 103-118). 2041710 &
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AZE AGYEE BYolol S Ao 1970¢0 BRE Fdeto] 3WTW Bo) ¥ Al
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Philosophy of Medicine: The Early Eighteenth Century. Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1978:
233-258; Shryock, R.H. Empiricism versus Rationalism in American Medicine, 1650-1950. in Proceedings
of the American Antiquarian Society. 1969 79(1): 99-150
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ddste 7ES H3E A S GAE 25 FolA on Fo| 4 #9445 FEA
of wet Ay Aoz Y AR/ A A "ok goz Ao
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T Atk QA A7t Q¥ (self-care)d] AHFITH A BB wlg
g jQle] Aol Agy) A vlg) A AR ERE WY
A RE AL A A AF o] A & 5 A NEsE Wl o]y e 4g
g3 Fus ofge] HdolA ABHE Y] ug) FoRoz AR AA9Y

ofat ARl tfFES g4 el THHA FodA ARE F4NL 5 e HE
77 BAol b GAE 1 o] F IUE HWE Aot AR, oj¥ Y Y
A2 A4 1 4A hex & ot 1 Mod AL shie 2 AR
AEQ HY F='(medical empire)s HAT F %= A& T A BEE &
& st At AR Aol A WA FEH S A4 A (bio-powen) T ARH
ok A Aol Hd g=elA & A7) FX FEARD A - AL BE Ftol 2]
AEY - o HASEAE AEFYE P07 oju] $eo Zof ZlHo) 7] gE
o)t} 12)

2. B3 (techne)Ql 7} B}&10I7}

lo

dyt E5L E20lAUY YRUEAARAE FEHA SYAAR Jeds A=
712 18MI71E A oF 23 dARE Nk AtFlolA AAEA WE Aol AY Ut 18417
Dol ol A5 7|9 Fo] dojytthRosenberg, 1979: 3-25). ©] Al7]E T#A A
olHfE T FHAYT gt Ho} Alo]d FAAA ERI) AFAA @ AH GBS
o] g},

1947198 i78es, AE, TP 59 RopA 2oy 3aa dse o
7o) wde] Plo, AE TPHE e ol FHAEA £l HLH B3

iz 1

12) Martin, L.H. et al.(eds.), Technologies of the Self: A Seminar with Michel Foucault, Technologies of the

Self. Amherst, The University of Massachusetts Press, 19888 318 7,
13) o] A i EF fEHesxigd vl 24 8 (Rudolf Virchow, 1821-1902) 1877 ¢l 2 &, “Standpoints

in Scientific Medicine," |4 1947) 99 4%-& "3}8t3 osto] J&9 7127} Heldn E&I e AL
o o)} Ba8A guiety FAY} Bynum, W.F. Science and the Practice of Medicine in Nineteenth
Century. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1994: 118914 Q14
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P25 2(Louis Pasteur)$ #3(Rudolf Koch)ol &l Altste] 1870¢tle] ‘weta oz &
A, A8 deit oS AAZEQ 7o) HAG 1w o] wiE YAELS EEojAY
9 dFEE 8t waE Hht FYAEAY. 1880 3tRE AdEE deitee] 247
S 7 FAHI AFAPE Zelchis 8 U ggte] mdo] Hu Qe ulF Jgtagoln
A Witz dFAo A 29 TEAAY BuAM; (Flexner Report, 19100 53)& oo 9t
& 2 #3te FE Aoz gordto g #at9 39 Adow e

Mgty olgd AAHY AYAEE o AgjolA Agse] AME 44 & oldshen)
-+ F238kth16) 1947]85E 8] vt EAH 0 Soler) AP Mokste uig
‘Fheta] Mokelstolthn AT A3 7E 1970 T RE Alokeletel el o) oie) wrAow
AZeE AFAE E781T, el fetgto] g8tg g TAFE FAdHT Yok A
TAME & AZIES FHOE dedd J&g A Az AT o7)dME g
ol de& Aoz A& Eohlm 9tk AF 3 JeoA & 7 9 FHaluo]
gasta Qi

gag AT H2 Hshte] U A nFY o= pH ety Japr} wHRe] I
AFEE vHE, Aol 7HE, A GAatzlel g E ol AT 9] dw AWS Az
olth. S EFste] YA ARHZHE o] wj¢x] EFPd I QFIAA nE
(George Herbert Mead)$} AF8l8tAkQl 3k~ (Talcot Parsons)oll W3t Z4E E& ALsAlA
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fr

I YEAE E7sta, 87
A8 L Fagetle Aug Age s AAAA FEoAA ojFAdT WL, 27 TH
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A Az 49 O dze AR ’%‘%% gohfo] ¥ KolA A Gt gloH, o
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AGEL 3120 15009 o g Aolrhe o FolA ok 34 54ubge] AIDSH HH 9l
o w3 AARCE b 2 A U FuSe) spg A%E Rol ople wRe Ax
7b & Absld42 AZstths 7ot Wilkinson, 1996). 3 Wk Abs|ZAA £l A

s, FAEZAT A2 §& 7IE 5 QA doh

FO2E O tidstA Zobd g2y A WaEe] of" AolEA b, old F 7HA
e AR o, 59 L9 E} Aol 7lofdtA @ Aolch & AL o]F AFsHel:
w0 27 Zojgo] rhzutn ik SR, AL Aldjeld AFEe] AEA BEAAK

20) REFAA & I g8 AnA @A AT Lash, S. & Urry, ]. Economies of Signs and
Space(1996). 71& sk B9 A4, BHgF & AVNE &7, ddvlshAl, 1998 39% S & 7i
o)) A B =EANN 2T F5UA IEE &2 A5 wF Fgol WEEy A wFAE] 9
73]*1‘* AdgE AL B 0112”‘4 35 AFE Y 40th B4 APRED B A E o] Bgol B]%f& ALE A A A
29 Yatsd & fdd] 22 ol o8 AW =F 2L 7]?.““1“4" HolA, F5dA 27+ 4
E*] g ook s},

16



- Jong Chan Lee * Emerging Currents in Health and Medicine -

A FESG A Y qAE AdS FAgA s F3Al7

E(Human Genome Project)7} €45 A0 1 F3eE “xolu v fd% 25| ¢l

& Zlojth.

D EH

ET 9], B Al gtel gigh AR AAY s RARAF AL B

2000; 10(1):1-30

o}Fz F=elA BE HTTh AU 2000

Baudrillard J. La Societe de consommation: ses mythes ses structures. 2289 A}3]. o]4
T &4, TolERAL 1991 184, 189-228

Beaglehole R, Bonita R. Public health at the crossroads: Achievements and prospects.
Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1997

Brandt AM. Behavior, disease, and health in the twentieth-century United States: The
moral valence of individual risk. in Brandt AM, Rozin P. Morality and health.
London, Routledge, 1997. 53-77

Bunton R, et al{eds), The sociology of health promotion: Critical analyses of
consumption, lifestyle and risk. London, Routledge, 1995

Burrows R. et al. Sociology and health promotion: Health, risk and consumption under
late modernism. in Bunton R. et al.(eds), The sociology of health promotion: Critical
analyses of consumption, lifestyle and risk. London, Routledge, 1995: 1-9

Bury M. Postmodernity and health. in Scambler G, Higgs Pleds.). Modernity, medicine
and health. London, Routledge, 1998: 1-28

Chen LC, et al(eds). Health and social change in international perspective. Boston,
Harvard School of Public Health, 1994

Chesworth ]. The ecology of health: Identifying issues and alternatives. Thousand Oaks,
CA: SAGE, 19%

Crawford R. The boundaries of the self and the unhealthy others: Reflections on health,
culture and AIDS. Social Science and Medicine 1994;38(10):1347-1365

Croshy AW. Ecological imperialism: The overseas migration of Western Eufopeans as a
biological phenomenon. in Worster D(ed). The ends of the earth: Perspectives on
modern environmental history. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1983

17



- olFa: A% %Y HRE EF-

Flexner Report. Medical education in the United States and Canada:™ A report to the
Carnegie Foundation for the advancement of teaching by Abraham Flexner with an
introduction by Henry S. Pritchett. Bulletin Number Four, 1910

Fox N. Postmodernism, sociology and health. Buckingham, Open University Press, 1993

Gadamer H-G. The Enigma of health: The art of healing in a scientific age. trans.
Stanford, Stanford University Press, 1996

Garrett L. The coming plague: Newly emerging diseases in a world out of balance. New
York, Penguin Books, 1994

Giddens A, Beck U, Lash S. Reflexive modernization: Politics, tradition and aesthetics in
the modern social order(1994). 424 Zuis}t ddX HUFE &4, 1998

Good B. Medicine, rationality, and experience: An anthropological perspective. Cambridge,
Cambridge University Press, 1994

Gutting G. Michel Foucault's archeology of scientific reason(1995). =& F39 }8+7 o]
Qe 1xd T2, W &4, 99, 199

Hobsbawm E. The age of empire, 1875-1914. A=) At AF8 &7, LA} 1998,

Higgs P. Risk, governmentality and the reconceptualization of citizenship. in Scambler G,
Higgs Pleds). Modernity, medicine and health. London, Routledge, 1998:176-197

Kimsma GK. Frames of reference and the growth of medical knowledge: L. Fleck and M.
Foucault, in Ten Have, HAM]. et al.(eds). The growth of medical knowledge.
Dordrecht, Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1990: 41-62

Lupton D. Medicine as culture: Tllness, disease and the body in western societies. London,

SAGE, 19%4

Lupton D. The imperative of health: Public health and the regulated body. London,
SAGE, 19%

MacDonald TH. Rethinking health promotion: A global approach. London, Routledge, 1998

Martin LH, et al.(eds). Technologies of the self: A seminar with Michel Foucault,
technologies of the self. Amherst, MA: The University of Massachusetts Press, 1988

Merchant C. The death of nature: Women, ecology and the scientific revolution. New

York, Harper & Row Publishers, 1980: 164-235

Munson R. Why medicine can not be a science. Journal of Medicine and Philosophy
1981; 6: 183-208

Petersen A, Bunton R. Foucault, health and medicine. London, Routledge, 1997

18



- Jong Chan Lee ! Emerging Currents in Health and Medicine -

Petersen A, Lupton D. The new public health: Health and self in the age of risk.
London, SAGE, 199%6-

Rosenberg C. The therapeutic revolution: Medicine, meaning, and social change in
nineteenth-century Ameﬁba. in Vogel MJ, Rosenberg CEleds). The therapeutic
revolution. Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania Press, 1979: 3-25

Saks M. Medicine and complementary medicine: Challenge and change. in Scambler G,
Higgs Pleds). Modernity, medicine and health. London, Routledge, 1998: 198-215

Scambler G, Higgs Pleds.). Modemity, medicine and health. London, Routledge, 1998

Shilling C. The body and social theory(1993), &9 A8 g, 9% 9 1999
Stephens, GG. Reflections of a post-Flexnerian physician. in White K, The task of
medicine’ Dialogue at Wickenburg. Menlo Park, The Henry J. Kaiser Family
Foundation, 1988: 172-189

Ten Have HAM]J, et al.eds.). The growth of medical knowledge. Dordrecht: Kluwer
Academic Publishers, 1990

Turner BS. The body and society: Explorations in social theory. 2nd ed, London: SAGE,
19%

van Leeuwen E, Kimsma GK. Philosophy of medical practice: A discursive approach.
Theoretical Medicine 1997; 18 99-112

Watts S. Epidemics and history: Disease, power and imperialism. New Haven, Yale
University Press, 1997

Wikkinson RG. Unhealthy societies: The afflictions of inequality, London: Routledge, 1996

World Health Organization. The World Health Report 2000, Health Systems: Improviﬁg
Performance. Zeneva, WHO, 2000

Wright P, Treacher Afeds). The problem of medical knowledge: Examining the social
construction of medicine. Edinburgh, Edinburgh University Press, 1982

Wulff HR, et al. Philosophy of medicine(1986). 2848 ©]3Y, o|F3 7. ol=4,
1999

19



