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ABSTRACT

My article has three research objectives. First, it investigates how Iberian countries and
the Netherlands developed cartography and natural history by way of circumnavigation and
exploration, and European societies identified with the Christianity had tried to re-create
the ‘Garden of Eden’ through the discovery of tropical flora. Second, I illuminate how the
eighteenth-century Europe found and enhanced its economic interests in the process of
classifying and organizing the world God created. Last, my paper analyzes how European

countries constructed botanico-geographical maps of tropical regions. [ argue that Furope’s
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botanical knowledge of the tropics was deeply related with its geographical exploration into
Asian and American tropical regions. That means the European botanico-geographical
construction of the tropics had been translated into visions of empire from the late
eighteenth to the early nineteenth century. In conclusion, botanical geography became the

prime method by which Europe discovered tropical nature in the late eighteenth century.
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60) Lisbet Koerner, “Carol Linnaeus in His Time and Space,” in Jardine, Secord and Spary, eds., op.
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61 Tore Frangsmyr, “Linnaeus as a Geologist,” in Tore Fringsmyr, ed., Linnaeus: The Man and His
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64) Joseph Banks, Lewter to William Philip to Perrin F.R.S., 16 August 1768, in Neil Chambers, The
Lesters of Sir Joseph Banks: A Selection, 1768-1820 (London: Imperial College, 2000), p. 1.
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70) Charles Marie de La Condamine, A Succinct Abvidgement of a Viyage made within the Inland Parts
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Writing and Transculturation (London and New York: Routledge, 1992), p. 2004 7418
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74) Nicholas Thomas, Cosk: The Extraordinary Voyage of Captain James Cook (New York: Walker &
Company, 2003), p. 17.

75) James Cook, The Jowsnals (London: Penguin Books, 1999; 2003), p. 42.
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Leonards, Austrailia: Allen and Unwin, 1998).
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