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The present state of chid abuse in Korea and its system for child protection

Ki-Soo Pai, Shin-Young Kim*, Young Ki Chung*, and Kyeong Hee Ryu'

Department of Pediatrics, Psychiatry®, Ajou University School of Medicine, Suwon

National Child Protection Agencyf,

Seoul, Korea

An act of children’s welfare was made in 1961 for the first time in Korea but it had been nothing but the name in view
of practical impact to prevention of child abuse. Real undertakings of Child Abuse Prevention were commenced overtly
since 2000 in Korea, when the law for children’s welfare was revised to put protective settings for the victims and to
establish criterion for children’s safety. The history of Child Abuse Prevention is very short in Korea but the reporting
cases increased very fast from 4,133 cases in 2001 up to 9,570 cases in 2008 with the enthusiastic activities from people
of the associated organizations along with the national supports. But the portion reported by the mandated reporters
such as teachers or doctors is still low compared to those of the developed countries. The National Child Protection
Agency (NCPA) was founded in 2001 by the Ministry of Health and Welfare to prevent child abuse and to aid recovery
of abused and neglected children including their families, through the cooperation of related organizations. NCPA refers
reported cases of child abuse to appropriate local centers, operates a computer database system for case management,
publicizes national reports of child abuse on a yearly basis and technically supports the Local Child Protection Agency
(LCPA) by developing scales for assessment of child abuse and neglect and distributing programs for the education of
mandatory reporters. LCPAs operate 24-hour telephone hotline, investigate and visit homes and provide in home services
networking with local resources, and operate multidisciplinary teams for screening child abuse victims and supervising
case management through multimodal systems. We summarized the present state of child abuse in Korea and reviewed
the operating systems for child protection in this country. Through this article, we hope that medical peoples are to be
informed on the seriousness of child abuse and to be able to devote themselves for the prevention of child abuse.

(Korean J Pediatr 2009;52:1185-1193
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Table 1. Number of Child Abuse Cases Reported to the Centers for Child Abuse Prevention in Korea from 2001 to 2008 (%)

Classification 2001 2002 2003

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Suspected as child abuse 2,606 (63.1) 2,946 (71.7) 3,536 (71.0) 4,880 (69.7) 5,761 (72.0) 6,452 (72.5) 7,083 (74.7) 7,219 (75.4)

General counsel

1,527 (36.9) 1,165 (28.3) 1,447 (29.0) 2,118 (30.3) 2,239 (28.0) 2,451 (27.5) 2,395 (25.3) 2,351 (24.6)

Total 4,133 (100.0) 4,111 (100.0) 4,983 (100.0) 6,998 (100.0) 8,000 (100.0) 8,903 (100.0) 9,478 (100.0) 9,570 (100.0)

Percentages in ()

= A= 2008 3

w ueﬂoa APEAIE A
HepgolLt ob52] 413

% /\]-DJ- COE 21%4%40% o]. t‘iq] ]_ %E\:]‘

2,35171(24.6%) o1t} vid A wAbe 7} <E8] F7kste] 2001

dofl wjal] 2008\ Al A5 ok 2.3u)9] Z7HR-S HolF

(Table 1).
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*JZQEXM] 91& 2l Zi—’F 2,38971(33.1%), BIAl L &)FAte]
oJgt A4 4,380%1(66.9%) O AlaLe)FAte] Alago] x|
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&F 5,578710]m, o] FollA Wlo] 2,23771(40.1%) &= 7+
whoka Z¥sh) 1,89571(34.0%), AAEH 68371 (12.2%), A

Table 2. Reporting Sources for the Suspected Cases of Child
Abuse in Korea

Reporting sources No. of cases (%)

Mandated reporters 2,389 (33.1)
care taker in facility 426 (5.9)
public social services personnel 941 (13.0)
public educational personnel 887 (12.3)
medical personnel 105 ( 1.5
educational personnel in private institute 24 (0.3)
emergency personnel 6 (0.1)

Other reporters 4,830 (66.9)
parent(s) 1,311 (18.2)
neighbors or friends 845 (11.7)
relatives 502 ( 6.9)
police 332 (4.5
religionist 54 (0.7
social services personnel 1,176 (16.3)
stranger 70 ( 1.0)
self-report by children 73 ( 1.0)
anonymous sources 61 (0.8
others 426 ( 5.8)

Total 7,219 (100)

Table 3. Differential Types of Child Abuse in Confirmed Cases

Type of abuse No. of case (%)

Physical abuse 422 ( 17.6)
Emtional abuse 683 (12.2)
Sexual abuse 284 ( 5.1)
Neglect 2,237 (40.1)
Abandonment 57 ( 1.0)
Mixed abuse 1,895 (34.0)
Total 5,578 (100)

Aet) 4227 (7.6%), &) 2847 (5.1%), 7] 57A (1. O%)
o] =AE A et S5 dsfolse] F A

o] stfE FAlel Bet A& o)AMY FEIUF Wrks 7;

& th2he] AR o] BB FEHTH(Table 3).

A5 Al = 0AOAM 17TAZA 9 A F A7E
NFEOE oFEQT W W W obEst) MAES AEH A
Zutet obsely 2 W AA| opEsit MYES 05380
=4 E ATH(Table 4).
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HAE 55787 7Fed Polrt 2,801A(50.2%), ololr}t
771(49.8%) 0.2 /8ol whE ztolE ¢l9lem (Table 5).

¥ sgsolse] sl vk 7-124] obgog
o7 sk e AR Sl 258t s S
1], o 3 A g - folef vls) g7 obF
o7 g AP diste] 9ol wEE 7hsAdol &
105 HRItHTable 6).
& T3t obgo] &8t 7159] £3 FolA= opA 9} o s
2 o]Fojn ¥A7bgoe] 1,68771(30.2%) 0. & 7HF werow,
I thoRE AW BApdel 2472 1,515 (27.2%)
99971 (17.9%) o & n]5o] =t FA7H 3 BAp7Pgo] A
9] 48.1%%& & F o] obE At ATt SR
oA wAEtY eS & 4= 3th(Table 7).
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Table 4. Child Abuse Rates per 1,000 Child Population throughout
the Administrative Districts of Korea (2001-2008)

By daols 27|23 A1 ofso] BEH A$r)
3,93671(70.6%) 2.2 718 wWoka, AgRE7F 1,68771(28.4
%), 2711 APge A5 37(0.1%), oFsREAE1HNA A}
5 JM]dskA ¢l AEe AMula AAg As) Ep|HeE AL
g2 3] 9 F3 A9-7F 527 (0.9%) ©1tH(Table 8). 27]
z2o| M 7oz RE] ARE B Sfusfols Fea= UA|
B3 227} 92571(58.3%) 0.2 714 wokal, thSo = ZIQIH K
3 2847 (17.9%), 71} 19374(12.2%), A71R3% 16971 (10.6
%), 7F3$IE 167(1.0%) 2] =02 ¥3 5tk (Table 9). ©17]
A A RS ZA] | olg 5 T ol RS A7 | delA &9
st Iugel RaEvt AP By Bttt v 3
§- A7 2 7T S oE AR Eh

obssltialelz A Eo] ol g R FTHFET| Tl A ZX| gl An)
2 AT T AHEEEE It A7k A9 AR o
Ao dajolsdA HAFEH o FHaH ADHE B80S
o, 2008 FAA ] 1,671 7R-dl A7PY RS A H A=

District Child Child Rate of Table 7. Family Types to which the Victims of Child Abuse
population® abuse cases child abuse Belongs (2001-2008)
Seoul 1,911,431 721 0.38 Family types No. of cases (%)
663,558 307 0.46
P];L;sear:l 534’473 104 0.23 Biological parents family 1,515 ( 27.2)
Inchion 593’295 281 0'47 Single—father family 1,687 ( 30.2)
Gwaneiu 357’099 160 0'45 Single-mother family 999 ( 17.9)
18] ’ ' Unmarried family 97 ( 1.7
Daejoen 346,794 154 0.44 . .
Ulasan 265.893 237 0.90 Remarried family 395 (7.1
Gyeonggi 2,664,793 1,350 0.50 Kinship care - , 358 ( 6.4)
Gangwon 304.074 276 0.90 Cohabiting without marriage 198 ( 3.6)
Choongbuck province 323,340 341 1.10 Foster carer 26 ( 0.5
. Adoption 25 ( 0.4)
Choongnam province 412,073 196 0.48 Facil . 104 ( 19)
Chunbuck province 376,520 355 0.94 actlity protection :
. Living without care taker 35 ( 0.6)
Chunnam province 376,151 330 0.90
. Unknown 37 C 0.7
Kyungbuck province 520,029 344 0.66 Oth 102 ( 18)
Kyungnam province 706,487 273 0.39 thers :
Cheju province 134,524 129 0.96 Total 5,578 (100.0)
Total 1,911,431 5,578 0.53

Statistical data for the estimated population of 2008 year is
from the National Statistical Office.
*Ages of 0-17 years; Rate are expressed in %.

Table 5. Gender of Victims from Child Abuse in Korea (2001~
2008)

Gender Boys Girls Total
2,801 (50.2) 2,777 (49.8) 5,578 (100.0)

Number (%)

Table 6. Age Distribution of Victims from Child Abuse in

Table 8. Initial Determinations for the Victims of Child Abuse
after Intervention by the Child Abuse Prevention Center

Original family ~ Isolation Request to

. : Fatality e Total
protection protection other facilities
3,936 1,587 3 52 5,578
(70.6) (28.4) 0.1 0.9 (100.0)

Table 9. Types of Isolation Protection Provided at Initial Stage
of Intervention by the Child Abuse Prevention Center (Unit :
Number of cases, %)

Korea (2001-2008) Kinship Temporary Lpng M Boster

isolation isolation . Others  Total
Age <1 1-3 4-6 7-9 10-12 13-15 16-18 Total care protection  protection ¢
Number 131 476 697 1,319 1,452 1,098 405 5,578 284 925 169 16 193 1,587
(%) (2.3) (8.5 (125 (23.7) (26.0) (19.7) (7.3) (100.0) (17.9) (58.3) (10.6) (1.0) (12.2) (100.0)
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o}
oS

1,06171(63.5%) 0. & x7]|Z2A|9} nix7tA| 2 71 vlFo] &
on, AR JelE T4 @ AbE 5317 (31.8%) 0.7 7]
9} Hl=gt HlES RTE Sy APgols HTA A 7H
O Z7ef vl3) 2v] A% F7FsiTh(Table 10). #HE A=
32X 9] AFAFEE Aund AgRs @ 5317 Fel 3714
B3I ZX7} 25671(48.2%) 0% 714 Wk, theo g = 3l
HRT A7} 12871(24.1%), YAREZA] 79711(14.9%), 7]
B} 5374 (10.0%), 7FdE 1564 (2.8%) 59 +o& 3olE <]
t}(Table 11).

S djdols AFollA AMRIAax LS Aurd Al W
% A ARAE F 180,9063], ‘AHl 4 0] Hgobgol
A AFD Mul2e F 26,2053 2 AR Foll o 7vf A%
o] MulA7h A= S-S & 4 Sl FEolgel st AR
A7) T A2 {36l Bls) 7bg wo] o] Rzl o w
Uelgkzdl, W8 F AkElelA 66,3363 (36.7%), ‘ARE T
Abe'ell A 8,4663](32.3%) HE ALHI 1 o R Wy
=AM dsolsll Al Agnl A 38,1033 (21.0%), A@IA &
AR 18,5453](10.3%), 7F571% 78k AulA 10,0413 (5.6
%), 2)B8AH]~ 6,8053](3.7%) 5 Foz AMuja~vt A HH
WA, AR 7 AL FEolgell Al A X s8] 24,5073
(17.2%), ASAul~ 4,4493)(17.1%), 7V57)% Z3F Au)~
2,0463] (7.8%), Sl8AH| A 7103](2.7%) 9] +2& AMu|A A
o] o] Foixth(Table 12).
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Job

th g 9| K}

rot
o

2008 gl |3 L dzte] oJshd, obs st 9}
T FE 30-40tg el sldskes Alow =Ewrh(Table
13). &3t a9t 712l 80.7%7) Hajolse] Hrg met
o, 714 Ul Sl AZE A4S B0 4 9l stois9lzk
ZF F-52 ulgo] /M =2 S vid wkEEa glem® o}

FHURAT HoHs WL YA Solehe BRE

-

Table 10. Final Determinations for Victims of Child Abuse
after Intervention by the Child Abuse Prevention Center (Unit :
Number of cases, %)

Orlgmgl family Isolatlgn Fatality Request‘ to Total
protection protection other facilities

1,061 531 7 72 1,671
(63.5) (31.8) 0.4) (4.3) (100.0)

Table 11. Types of Isolation Protection Provided at Final Stage
of Intervention by the Child Abuse Prevention Center (Unit :
Number of cases, %)

Temporary Long term

Kinship isolation  isolation Foster Others Total
care protection  protection
Number 128 79 256 15 53 478
(%) (24.1) (14.9) (48.2) (2.8) (10.0) (100.0;

9J&to] FxHojok g Zo|th(Table 14). StjaAe EA F
7P FEHR AL SHE 2 e BEoR dA9] 30.2
%E AASRIL, TlEO] AKE - BAA AE#HA W 1§l
24.6%, ‘F= 9 ANEA T} 12.7%E, TS EAo| vl Al
Ao w FA et Ut (Table 15).

s xtelAl H3t HF ZXNEHE A¥RE A&

Table 12. Service Types Provided for the Victims of Child Abuse
by the Child Abuse Prevention Centers in Korea from 2001 to
2008 (Unit : Number of cases, %)

Service before Service after

Service types S o
termination  termination

Counseling services
26,095 (14.4) 3,209 (12.3)
12,008 ( 6.6) 1,240 ( 4.8)

counseling individually
counseling in group

counseling with facility 3,697 (2.00 327 (1.2

counseling with others 715 ( 0.4) 26 ( 0.1)
Medical services

hospital treatment 4,190 ( 2.3) 542 (2.1

outpatient treatment 2,615 (1.4) 168 ( 0.6)
Psychological therapy

psychological test 1,379 ( 0.8) 166 ( 0.6)

play therapy 5,306 (2.9) 1,524 ( 5.9)

art therapy 5,507 ( 3.00 1,197 ( 4.6)
family treatment 304 ( 0.3) 62 (0.2
others 6,049 ( 3.3) 1,558 ( 5.9)
Child Abuse Prevention Education 2,095 (1.2) 167 ( 0.6)

27,334 (15.1) 4,843 (18.5)
66,336 (36.7) 8,466 (32.3)

Educational services to victims
Temporary protection services
Services for family enforcement

family supporting services 8,221 (4.5 1,821 ( 6.9)

connecting to community settlement 1,743 ( 1.0) 224 ( 0.9)
connecting to public aids 77 (0.D 1 (0.0
Others 7,235 (4.00 664 (2.5)
Total 180,906 (100) 180,906 (100)

Table 13. Age and Gender of Perpetrators of Child Abuse in
Korea from 2001 to 2008 (Unit : Number of cases, %)

Age and gender Number

Gender
men 3,453 (61.9)
women 2,092 (37.5)
unknown 33 (0.6)

Age
under 19 786 (14.1)
20-29 370 ( 6.6)
30-39 1,609 (28.9)
40-49 2,174 (39.0)
50-59 441 (7.9
60-69 123 (1 2.2)
over 70 75 (1.3)
unknown 0

Total 5,578 (100)
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Table 14. The Relationships between the Perpetrators and the
Victims of Child Abuse in Korea (Unit : Number of cases, %)

Table 15. Underlying Backgrounds of Perpetrators of Child
Abuse in Korea (Unit : Number of cases, %)

Relationships Number of cases Characteristic Number
Parent (s) 4,719 (84.5) Lack of structure & caring skills 5,111 (30.2)
biologic father 2,855 (51.2) Addiction(alcohol, drug) or diseases 2,153 (12.7)
biologic mother 1,648 (29.5) Character problems 1,574 ( 9.3)
stepfather 52 (0.9 Family isolation 4,170 (24.6)
stepmother 130 ( 2.3) Parent's history of childhood abuse or 1,007 ( 6.0)
adoptive father 12 (0.2) aggressive & dangerous behavior
adoptive mother 22 (0.4 Sexual problems 208 ( 1.2)
Relatives 361 ( 6.5) Unwanted baby 154 ( 0.9
grandfather 60 ( 1.1) Having conflict with family or 1,574 ( 9.3)
grandmother 98 (1.8 religious problems
maternal grandfather 8 (0.1 Others 449 (2.7
maternal grandmother 28 (0.5 Unknown 518 ( 3.1)
e 2oy Tod 16918 (100
Other person 394 (7.1 "Data are including multiple answers
parent's partner 78 ( 1.4)
public educational personnel 43 (0.8
educational personnel in private institute 16 ( 0.3) Table 16. Final Determinations for' the Perpetrators of Child
care taker in facility 88 ( 1.6) Abu'se_ after Intervention by the Child Abuse Prevention Center
neighbors 99 ( 1.8) (Unit : Number of cases, %)
stranger 70 ( 1.2) Continuous Indictment and Request to Not
Unknown 37 (0.7 b . criminal other . L Total
Others 67 ( 1.2) observation investigation facilities ~ "VESTBALNG
Total 5.578 (100) 4369 237 167 805 5,578
(78.3) 4.3) (3.0) (14.4) (100.0)

4,36971(78.3%), W 23771(4.3%), EP1382E 16711
(3.0%), WA Z3gho] 80571(14.4%) 2.2 A= Itk (Table
16). st giztel] oist X2 ‘Whx] X3 H|Fo] F& 9l
& ALt obsE AT THESAY ks g 1% A
%, EE obgo] A AlgtelA AstdlE et A9, et
7} o] whds 8] Ak 52 Afolth vt
oNrE olgREAEH dgdo] AAAE whaz) & w7
A A& - AR AYAS] ik Aol we ofgo]
w23 Qlo] olef tigk A AA x| wido] AlFg ot

shbA 20089 ¢ 3 w9t S HAE U oR A -
Z215 Fg 23770 Akl #Ete] obg RE AT HellA
o2 vold Y& 2AEka, o)F AN dEEE 2 B,
Aoy MR FX A kil AEFANE o]Fo7l AL}
707, ARFALE AX HAH R FHH | ofF MY R V|4
2] ek At F 437, HEAHNA wiAE HA7kA] 7]A4E
AMlE 1247107 otE i), on] HYARA S w2 AldE
AbA 0] 8471(35.4%), B3 A)H-0] 871(3.4%) 0.7 ZAFE AT
(Table 17). ©]x ¥ opgslth = 14 - 1dd A7} thrf A}
AHS WE Bink oyl RIRAARE I3) A WA HE

=

=

g, ol Sl eIAe) A WA g8 B5A A A s
FAPHI 2o WEANR AV} AR ANE SO,
OMERTE 95 APTS AANAT AL - AL AlLE R

Jo]g} sl TRo] obH7kA opEEA
A stojasiael ekl wE R, ARREE g
_o]. u]x}uwegl 6(1)15'341].01] y‘,_]_g]_o% A}
slo| B8 olERAH o sl
Fashe 5o o] Ag s,

o] Hags HoFE A

H el

B3 AR zo] nlgx]
G 273 7hQle] ozl

Ak
(e}
AAfell et HEAHE TS

d

5. stCiM 2 Xtoll Ciet MH|A

AF A A QY U Ablel AT Awl s B
38,2228/019) 0, ALF¥he] 291 LA AFH Aulai
4835315, A% F AbZk AT Abmet oF 8o P M)
28] ofo] WTE A FEHEE Mwinw 4 ARAY Fol

A FA4% At 25 st ztell Al g n| el o FAH A
o vlFo] EA vEldth & g - s L3 A
A& A RE F g9l A 25,1893](65.9%), AHFHE] F
Sl AL 2,7913] (57.7%) AXEo] F B9 BF At
L] Eavd o B I L S S B =i Dl ) s L e e i K |
HIA% 38 5 AlEls 7,7023](20.2%), AF5E 1,4813]
(30.7%) AFE ] AA MulAolr 2}A|&h= BlFo] ¥kl o}
Sl unge W3 F Alglols 24563 (6.5%), T4 F
ALk Al = 2893 (6.0%) AwEQar, FAA] Au)se
A 2A e BlE2 vlszslith A Al SRR, ZEkA B.et
2 AYAEAN 2E 28 F A7 1,171 (3.0%), A3
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Table 17. Results of Indictment and Criminal Investigation against
the Perpetrators of Child Abuse in Korea (Unit : Number of cases,
%)

Table 18. Service Types Provided to the Perpetrators of Child
Abuse by the Child Abuse Prevention Center in Korea (Unit :
Number of cases, %)

Results Number
Under investigation by the police 70 (29.5)
Being in the process of investigating 16 ( 6.7)
Termination of investigating 54 (22.8)
Being investigated by the prosecution 43 (18.2)
Being in the process of investigating 8 (3.4
Non-prosecution 23 (9.7
Prosecution 12 (5.1
Court's ruling 124 (52.3)
Being tried
being at the first trial 10 ( 4.2)
being at the second appeal trial 14 (59
being at the Supreme Court 8 (3.4
Service disposition
obligation to be under observation 8 (3.4
public service order 0
obligation to have child abuse 0
prevention education and counseling
obligation to be under observation 0
+public service order
obligation to be under observation 0
+public service order
obligation to be under observation 0
+public service order
+obligation to have child abuse
prevention education
and counseling
Criminal charges
innocence 2 (0.8
probation 1(0.4)
fines 11 ( 4.6)
custody 0
imprisonment 0
penal servitude 47 (19.9)
life sentence 0
capital punishment 0
suspension of a sentence+imprisonment 0
suspension of a sentence+penal servitude 23 (9.7
Total 237 (100)

2 A7l 9031 (1.8%) 2, X3 <l AbEle] gzt AS3
2 59 AR wrh 138 AL Wol AT How =k
7P9A QAR 2, ARS| A OB, FEEdd S 28 VS T7E
A E| AL W& 9l Aol 3253 (0.8%), AHs-#a] Aldlel
483](1.0%) A= o], A AB]2elA] A= B2 AR
Y7} T AW AA AR Au| A B2 A8 5 AR A
Fae] Al Bt oF 6.84) = E3kth(Table 18).
oFEHIHE7 BN E Si7d ] 7154 8AE A
A7 A% 7152 Ao RM THH o7 ofeS MY U
off AFFTAZILL, 7S BESY] H8te] g dots o) P2
AHERE ofu 2} FlsfobEe] H|7le FE W AR Qs A

Service before Service after

Service types S o
termination termination

Counseling individually 24,924 (65.2) 2,767 (57.2)

Counseling in group 265 (0.7) 24 (0.5)
Counseling with facility 631 (1.7) 77 (1.6)
Hospital treatment 7,371 (19.3) 1,468 (30.4)
Outpatient treatment 331 (0.9) 13 (0.3)
Psychological test 168 (0.4) 7 (0.1
Family treatment 474 (1.2) 69 (1.4)
Counseling with others 529 (1.4) 14 (0.3)
Child Abuse Prevention Education 2,456 (6.5) 289 (6.0)
Family supporting services 286 (0.7) 45 (0.9
Connecting to community settlement 19 (0.0) 0 (0.0
Connecting to public aids 20 (0.1 3(0.D
Others 618 (1.6) 43 (0.9)
Counseling with others 130 (0.3) 16 (0.3)
Total 38,222 (100) 4,835 (100)

Table 19. Service Types Provided for the Non—-abuser Parent and
Family Members of Victims by the Child Abuse Prevention Center
in Korea (Unit : Number of cases, %)

. Service before Service after
Service types

termination  termination
Counseling individually 25,689 (80.3) 4,484 (71.5)
Counseling in group 215 C0.7) 26 (04
Counseling with facility 806 ( 2.5) 865 (13.9)
Hospital treatment 1,048 ( 3.3) 1 (0.0
Outpatient treatment 86 (0.3 6 (0.1
Psychological test 139 ( 0.4) 18 (0.3
Family treatment 302 (0.9 120 (1.9
Counseling with others 394 (1.2) 31 (0.5
Child Abuse Prevention Education 1,380 ( 4.3) 293 (4.7)
Family supporting services 624 (2.0) 206 ( 3.3)
Connecting to community settlement 16 (0.1 2 (0.0)
Connecting to public aids 14 ( 0.0) 6 (0.1
Others 545 (1.7) 109 ( 1.7)
Counseling with others 731 (2.3) 100 ( 1.6)
Total 31,989 (100) 6,267(100)

H|2~E AF-3ta AtH(Table 19).
ofsstrlol AMlm L HESHIAH
obEsh) Al W BRI A= IA NS, AFRAF L A}
S|

g, ReZX|, M2 AE, AHISE W AR g R A8
olgfst Axte] &5 =gt sk Fig. 1, 294 Zth.
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Fig. 2. Management steps, contents and the associated agencies for child protection in Korea (2009).
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